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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year everyone!   The UTNY board is planning a great event this 
year with a great lineup of judges and a few new things this year. 

We are excited about our judges this year with Ken Walker judging mammals 
and game heads, Lowell Shapley judging birds and fish, and Gary Weir judging 
whitetails. This is an extremely talented and accomplished group that you will 
enjoy.

We are adding a new event this year, the first annual UTNY mount off! The 
event will take place Friday evening and is open to all. Read on for the details. 
This is meant to be a social and educational event and everyone is welcome to 
watch.

As many are aware, Bryan Eppley passed away recently. Bryan was the 
founder of Ohio Taxidermy Supply, a wonderful person, and a good friend to 
our organization. Bryan was  very talented sculptor and artist who we will 
honor with a new award in his name. The UTNY Bryan Eppley Award will be 
given to the most artistic whitetail mount at the show, judges choice.

We looking forward to seeing you in April! 

Jerry St.Pierre
UTNY President
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2025 Competition Judges

Gary Weir- Whitetails

Hello, my name is Gary Weir. I live in Montrose Colorado. I’m honored to be your 
whitetail judge for your 2025 convention. Growing up in Texas, some of my best 
memories were hunting deer with my father.  I’m looking forward to judging your 
pieces and giving critiques. Hopefully I can share my knowledge of the species I love so 
much. I’ve heard so much about your organization and have met several of your 
members. My wife and I are looking forward to this great convention. A few of my 
achievements include two-time national champion with deer, closed and open mouth. 
2023 North American Champion and winning the Bruchac Memorial Award. In 2024 I 
was honored to judge whitetails at the National Show, World Show, and several 
amazing state shows.  

Ken Walker – Mammals and Gameheads

Ken Walker, from Alberta Canada, is a three-time World Champion taxidermist and 
Sculptor. In 2003 Ken was hired to join a group of prestigious taxidermists for the 
renovation of the hall of mammals at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural 
History. Ken is an icon in the industry and well known for his recreations of endangered 
or extinct animals which include the Irish Elk, Saber Tooth Tiger, and Giant Panda. 



2025 Competition Judges

Lowell Shapley.- Birds and Fish

Our 2025 Bird and Fish judge is Lowell Shapley from Texas. Lowell is an award-
winning renowned wildlife painter, sculptor, and taxidermist whose work has 
found homes collections around the world. As an avid outdoorsman with a 
passion for wildlife, Lowell has been fortunate enough to see and experience 
many wonders of our vast natural world and recreate them in his own artistic 
expression. Lowell has been a full-time taxidermist for 22 years and has won two 
world titles and two best of shows with birds at the world taxidermy 
championships. 

“Through these experiences and my love of painting, I strive to illuminate the 
subjects of my work with vivid, explosive color, and the raw dynamic action of the 
untamed world”

-Lowell Shapley



2025 President’s Challenge

Check Out Our  New Website!

www.newyorktaxidermyassociation.com
Special Thanks to our Web Master

Kaity Godoy!

Any Fish Mount 

Follow us on Facebook

Search United Taxidermy Association of New York







2025 UTNY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

TIME   Room Name Event 
Thursday, April 3rd 
4pm – 4:30pm  Ballroom  Board of Directors Meeting 
4:30pm  Ballroom/ Breakout Set up competition and supply areas (everyone’s help is  

needed) 
6pm – 9pm   Ballroom  Registration and competition pieces received 
 
Friday, April 4th 
8am – 4:30pm  Ballroom  Pre-registered competition pieces received 
8am – 12:00pm Ballroom  Walk-in and Board member registration and pieces received 
9am – 11:30am Boardroom  Seminar #1   Gary Weir- Molding and Casting Whitetail                                    
                                                                                                              Facial Parts 
10am   Ballroom  Supply Area Opens 
12:00pm  Ballroom  Judges Meeting and Judging Begins 
1pm – 4pm              Fillmore  Seminar #3   Brian Noody- Mounting an African  
                                                                                                                 Gamehead 
1pm – 4pm  Boardroom  Seminar #4  Gianni Sanzo – Sculpting a Small Mammal                                             
                                                                                                                     Shoulder  
5pm – 6pm  Ballroom  Competition room open for viewing and voting for awards 
6pm – 7pm  Burger Theory  Warm-up Party!!!! Food and drink provided 
6pm – 10pm              Atrium                      Mount Off  
 
Saturday, April 5th 
8am – 2:30pm  Ballroom  Supply Area Open 
8:30am – 11am Fillmore   Seminar #5   Ken Walker- To be Announced                                 
8:30am – 11am Boardroom  Seminar #6   Lowell Shaply- Artistic Design and 
                                                                   Composition Techniques  
11am – 4 pm  Ballroom  Competition room open for viewing of ribbons and judges  

critiques 
1pm – 3 pm  Fallsview   Kids Seminar  
1pm – 4 pm  Fillmore  Seminar #7    Kevin Flaherity and Todd Capitano- Painting 
                                                                   Duck Bills, Artificial feet , and Cast Turkey Heads 
2:30pm – 4pm  Ballroom  Supply area breakdown 
6pm – 6:30pm  Ballroom  Cocktail Hour – Bar Open 
6:30pm Ballroom  UTNY Banquet, Auction & Awards Ceremony  
                                   (Competition Room opens after the Banquet) 
 
Sunday, April 6th 
9:00 am   Ballroom  Membership Meeting  

Voting for vacant board positions will be done at this 
meeting. It is important that all UTNY members attend! 
 

Competition pieces may be removed after the membership meeting.         
Please bring your mount ticket(s) to pick up your mount(s). 
Your help is needed – please stay after to help breakdown the competition area! 
The UTNY Board of Directors will meet after the competition area breakdown. 
 

***SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE*** 



Be Sure to Attend the Banquet 
Saturday Night

**Please remember to bring your meal tickets and Auction Tags ** 



75 North St.
Auburn, New York, 13021
Phone: 315-253-4531

From Interstate 90: Get off exit 40 Weedsport turn right 
on NY Rt 34 South. After about 8 miles the hotel is on 
the right.  

From Interstate 81: Get off exit 15 in Lafayette. Turn left  
on NY Rt 20 West. Hotel is about 26 miles at the 
intersection of Rts 20 and 34  

Nearest Airport: Syracuse (Hancock International)

Be sure to reserve at least two 
weeks before the show to get the

$119/night  UTNY Rate ! 

Nearby Area Attractions…
• Bass Pro Shops
• Waterloo Outlet Stores
• Skaneateles Shops
• Wineries

https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=HI&localeCode=e
n&regionCode=1&hotelCode=syrau&_PMID=99801505&GPC=UTE&cn=no&vie
wfullsite=true

Call the hotel to reserve or use this online booking link:



UTNY Special Awards 

McKenzie Taxidermists Choice Fish Award: Taxidermist vote 

McKenzie Taxidermists Choice Bird Award: Taxidermist vote 

McKenzie Taxidermists Choice Whitetail Award: Taxidermist vote 

McKenzie Taxidermists Choice Mammal Award: Taxidermist vote 

UTNY Taxidermists Choice Gamehead Award: Taxidermist vote 

Gunner’s Taxidermists Choice Turkey Award: Taxidermist vote 

UTNY  Habitat Award: Judges Choice for Habitat – All Entries 

Warren Hardendorf Memorial Award: Judges Choice for Small Mammal in Masters 

Tru Bond Trappers Award: Judges Choice for Best Indigenous New York small mammal 

UTNY Dennis Mortenson’s Presidents Challenge Award: Chosen by President 

UTNY Distinguished Taxidermist Award: Am/Pro  - Highest Total Score of 3 Pieces (Min score 260) 

UTNY Distinguished Taxidermist Award: Masters -  Highest Total Score of 3 Pieces (Min Score 260) 

Best All Around Taxidermist: Highest Total Score of Mammal, Bird, Fish, Gamehead  any Div (Min Score 340)

McKenzie Distinguished Service Award: Voted by UTNY Board 

UTNY Upland Gamebird Award: Judges Choice for Upland Bird in Pro or Masters 

Lifetone Award:  Judges Choice from fish painted with lifetone (Hydromist) products. 

Jack Wilson Award: Highest Scoring Waterfowl in Masters Division 

West Wind Taxidermy Life-Size Award: Highest Scoring small or large mammal in Amateur 

West Wind Taxidermy Gamehead Award: Highest Scoring Gamehead in Amateur 

Safari Club Adirondack- Catskill Chapter North American Award: Highest Scoring Big Game Pro or Masters 

Safari Club Adirondack- Catskill Chapter Non-North American Award: Highest Scoring Big Game Pro or 
Masters 

UTNY Mike Rudzinis Memorial Award: Chosen by President 

Larry Clingerman Award: Highest Scoring Professional Waterfowl 

Mounted In Alaska Award: Judges Choice for Best Large Species Life-size or Gamehead 

PRO-ONE Award:  Judges Choice Best Entry from any mount using PRO-ONE hide paste or tan 

Polytranspar Award: Judges Choice for Fish Painted with Polytranspar Paints 

UTNY Waterfowl Habitat Award: Judges Choice for Waterfowl Habitat 

Jordan's Wild Turkey Award: Judges Choice for Turkey in Pro or Masters 



UTNY Special Awards 

Buckshot Tannery Pro Life-size Mammal Award: Highest Score 

Research Manikins Best Small Mammal Award: Judges Choice for Professional 

Research Manikins Best Small Mammal Award: Judges Choice for Amateur 

The Wildlife Gallery Best Gamehead Award: Highest Score from all Gamehead Entries 

UTA Artisan Award: Taxidermist Choice for Most Artistic 

Brian Harness Mammal Award: Judges Choice small mammal in any Division. Something Brian would like 

UTNY Best Non-Gamebird Award: Highest Score for Pro or Masters 

Whitetails Unlimited Award Youth: Highest Score 

Whitetails Unlimited Award Amateur: Highest Score 

Whitetails Unlimited Award Professional: Highest Score 

Walnut Hollow Country Best Bird Award: Highest Score 

Walnut Hollow Country Best Fish Award: Highest Score 

Walnut Hollow Country Best Turkey Award: Highest Score 

Walnut Hollow Country Best Mammal Award: Highest Score 

Walnut Hollow Country Best Whitetail Award: Highest Score 

Van Dyke Award: Judges Choice for Most Creative Entry in Pro or Masters 

Woody Award for Excellence in Taxidermy: Judges Choice for Any Entry 

UTNY Best of Show Youth: Judges Choice from Best of Categories 

UTNY Best of Show Amateur: Judges Choice from Best of Categories 

Sivko Fur Best of Show Commercial:  Judges Choice. 

UTNY Best of Show Professional: Judges Choice from Best of Categories 

UTNY Best of Show Masters: Judges Choice from Best of Categories 

UTNY Joseph Bruchac Memorial Award: Judges Choice Best Whitetail Deer from all Divisions 

WASCO Award: Judges Choice Most Artistic Entry 

Breakthrough Award: Judges Choice for Overall Best of Show 



UNITED TAXIDERMISTS OF NEW YORK 
 
 
Rules of Competition 
 
1) All attending must be dues paying members of UTNY and must be registered at this convention.  
Registration badge must be worn at all times. 
 
2) All competition pieces need to be registered for the competition and pay the appropriate fee(s). 
 
3) Pick up your packet before entering competition pieces.  All competition pieces must be delivered to check-in 
area by 4:30pm on Friday, April 3rd, 2020.  Any final grooming is to be done only in the check-in area prior to 
the official judging session.  Pieces may not be removed until the end of the board meeting on Sunday.     NO 
EXCEPTIONS!  Anyone wanting someone else to transport their competition pieces on Sunday will need to 
supply a written document to the competition committee with both signatures for release. 
 
4) No one is to be allowed in the competition area prior to, or during, judging other than authorized competition 
committee personnel. 
 
5) Pieces may be used to compete only one time in a UTNY competition. 
 
6) HANGERS: Please place all hangers so that they extend above the panel on backer.  If two hangers are 
required, space on full inches apart for pegboard display.  (You can move them back down after the show.) 
 
7) A competition piece can be rejected from competition if members of the committee judge it to be lewd or 
offensive to the general public (i.e. blood, trap, arrow, and also No Live Ammo allowed). 
 
8) Any plaques or signs identifying the taxidermist or customer must be removed or obscured before judging.  
All glass cases must be removed by the competitor only, before judging.  This will be done in the grooming 
area. 
 
9) Multiple ribbons will be awarded in most categories, according to quality of work.  In the event of a tie, 
duplicate ribbons will be given. 
 
10) Score sheets will be given to competitor.  It will be the competitor’s responsibility to keep.  UTNY will only 
hold the scores of each competitor.  Raw score will be used for the ribbon placement in all the classes.  Judges 
will be notified of the class. 
 
11) Any unsportsman-like behavior will result in the loss of ribbon. 
 
12) Animals hunted legally in the world are allowed with proper permit, including transport permits.  Hawks, 
owls, songbirds, or eagles will be allowed with proper state and federal paperwork.  The competitor is 
responsible for knowing and following all such laws pertaining to species on federal or NYS protected or 
threatened lists. 
 
13) JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL. 
 
14) All competition pieces will be entered at the competitor’s own risk.  UTNY is not responsible for any liability 
due to damage, theft, fire, or natural causes. 
 
15) Any competitor 16 years old or under, will receive a ribbon and may register under family membership, but 
must still pay the entry fee. 
 
16) If you bring any animal that does not conform to any category, you must submit photos and reference 
pictures for the judge to determine if it was correctly interpreted in the mount.  There will be no best of category 
ribbon. 



A mount can only be entered in one division in 
the competition (i.e., you cannot enter the same 
mount in the master and commercial division at 
the same time). 
 
Open categories are open to competitors in any 
division.  Open categories include, but are not 
limited to: collective artist, novelty, wildlife art, 
freeze dry, and commercial.  Entries in open 
categories are not eligible for distinguished 
taxidermist or any special awards unless 
specifically listed. 
 
1) Youth, Amateur, Professional, and Master 
Divisions 
Whitetail deer heads (open or closed mouth 
categories). 
 
Gameheads (open or closed mouth categories, 
all other animals including ½ life size). 
 
Large life size mammals (larger than a coyote). 
 
Small life size mammals (coyote and smaller; 
juvenile large mammals, fawns, cubs, etc.  will 
be included as small mammals determined by 
body mass as to coyote size). 
 
Upland birds, waterfowl, turkeys (allow freeze 
dry heads). 
 
Reptiles (skin mounts). 
 
Habitat 
 
Reproductions (fish, reptiles, amphibians, 
replica antlers, etc.) 
 
Fish: All fish are judged as a two-sided mount.  
The only one-sided fish is in the commercial, 
youth and amateur divisions.  The judge will 
need to see two eyes and the finished area to 

blend the seam, in order to score the fish.  
Please specify the category on entry sheet.  
 
The competition committee will classify 
anything questionable into the commercial 
division. 
 
2) Wildlife Art 
Wildlife art will be any open division, to 
include, but not exclusive of sculpture, 
painting, photography, carving, casting or flat 
art.  (the judges will choose the winner.)  
Nothing will be allowed that is lewd or 
offensive to the public (i.e., traps, blood, arrows 
and NO LIVE AMMO). 
 
3) Commercial Division 
Whitetail deer, gameheads, birds, mammals and 
fish are the only categories in this division.  
Only first, second and third places are awarded. 
Judging will be done without the use of a 
flashlight or physical touch.  Commercial 
pieces will be eligible for taxidermist’s choice. 
 
4) Freeze Dry Taxidermy 
This will be an open division.  Entries must be 
designated for this category.  No other freeze 
dry will be in the general competition other 
than turkey head. 
 
5) Presidents Challenge 
Chosen by the President. 
 
6) Best of Category 
These ribbons will be awarded in each division 
for the categories listed above in the Divisions 
listed in #1.  The Best of Category ribbon will 
go to the highest blue ribbon entry.  If a 
division has no blue ribbon, it will not receive a 
Best of Category ribbon. 
 
7) Collective Artist Category 

UNITED TAXIDERMISTS OF NEW YORK 
Categories of Competition 



Divisions of Competition  
 
AMATEUR:  Anyone new to taxidermy competition.  Any amateur who has won two 1st 
place ribbons in a given category, must move up in that category only.  
 
PROFESSIONAL:  Any competitor who has won two lst place amateur ribbons in that 
category, or a best of category.  Any professional who has won three lst place ribbons in 
a given category, must move up in that category only.  
 
MASTER:  Any competitor who has won three lst place professional ribbons in that 
category  
 
YOUTH:  Any competitor 16 years and younger can compete under family membership, 
but must pay entry the fee(s). 
  
COMMERCIAL:  Any average customer piece, open to all competitors.  The reason for 
having a commercial division is to have an average customer piece critiqued.  Judging is 
done without a flashlight or physical touch.  Entries are eligible for Taxidermist’s Choice, 
Presidents Trophy and WASCO awards. There is no Best of Category awards in this 
division. 
 

** Note any competitor may move up to a higher division at anytime,  
but cannot drop back.** 

 
**With the elimination of the DOE Division. Competitors previously in 

DOE should compete in the Masters Division. 

Some thoughts when choosing a division……

•Ask many who have been competing for awhile. They will tell you the best benefit 
to competing is the knowledge you will gain through the critiques of your piece. 
Your work will very likely improve faster than it ever would have on your own. 

• The higher the division, the higher the scrutiny the judge will use . The ribbons 
may come harder but the input from the judge will be more in-depth. 

•First timers often think they should start in  the Amateur Division. You might 
consider entering the Professional division. The judging is to a higher standard  
and the critique will be much more detailed...you will learn more faster. 

•The  Commercial Division  is basically judged from several feet away, i.e. from a 
customer’s viewpoint. Pieces are not scored on a point system and there is no 
detailed score sheet. Ribbons can come easier but you won’t get the benefit of the 
score sheet and critique.  If you are hungry for knowledge, you might  be better 
served in any of the other divisions. 



UNITED TAXIDERMISTS OF NEW YORK 
2025 Convention Registration 

April 3-6, 2025 
Holiday Inn, Auburn, NY 

 
 
NAME:____________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS:________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

PHONE:___________________________________________ 

 Check here if you accept newsletters sent via email  

 

NAMETAG NAME(S):________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________ 

   

E-MAIL ADDRESS:__________________________________    

WEBSITE:_________________________________________   

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION: 
FAMILY PASS (4 day = $50    or   1 day = $30)                                                            $_____________ 
 
BANQUET MEMBER (includes those under FAMILY PASS) ______  @ $40.00 each_________Children @ $10 Each 
 
BANQUET NON-MEMBER GUEST   ______  @ $45.00 each 
NOTE: All Non-Member Guests must be accompanied by a UTNY Member. 
Price includes Buffet dinner, auction, awards ceremony and admission to the Competition Area after the Banquet. 
 
Name of UTNY Member you are attending with:_______________________   
     CONVENTION TOTAL $_____________ 
 

COMPETITION REGISTRATION: 
 NUMBER OF ENTRIES ______ @ $25.00 each _____________ (advanced registration) April 1st, 2020 
 
 NUMBER OF ENTRIES ______ @ $40.00 each _____________ (day of show registration) 
 
 WILDLIFE ART ENTRIES ______ @ $10.00 each _____________ 
  
 PRESIDENTS CHALLENGE ______ @ $10.00 each _____________ 
           
               Mount Off                           _______@ $25.00 each   ______ 
 
 BEST ALL AROUND     Yes     add $25.00 _____________ 
 
 DISTINGUISHED TAXIDERMIST     Yes     add $25.00 _____________ COMPETITION TOTAL $_____________ 
 
                                          + DUES FOR MEMBERSHIP @ $35.00/year  $_____________ 
 
 
           REGISTRATION TOTAL $___________ 
 
 

PAYMENT:  Cash  Check  Money Order  
We are sorry, but we will be unable to accept Credit Cards for this years Convention.  We apologize for the inconvenience. 

 
  Send advanced registration to: 

  Lore Lozier 
3241 Flint Hill Rd. 

   Naples, N.Y. 14512 
 



UNITED TAXIDERMISTS OF NEW YORK 
2025 Competition Registration 

 
Name: ____________________________ 
 
 
Pricing: Mount Entries=    $25 each (advanced registration) 
        $40 each (day of the show) 
  Wildlife Art Entries=    $10 each 
  Presidents Challenge=   $10   
  Best All-Around Taxidermist=  $25 
  UTNY Distinguished Taxidermist= $25 
 
Explanation for Entering Mounts: 
 DIVISION:   Youth, Amateur, Commercial, Professional, Master 
 CATEGORY: Game head, Whitetail, Small Mammal, Large Mammal, Upland Bird,  

 Waterfowl, Turkey, Reptile, Fish, Reproductions, Habitat, Wildlife Art,  
 Novelties, Freeze Dry Taxidermy, Collective Artist 

 MOUTH:  Open or Closed 
 SPECIES:  Bear, Small Mouth Bass, Deer, etc. 

SPECIAL:  List any special awards the entry qualifies for . Note if you used    
Polytranspar, Lifetone, or Pro-1 Adhesive 
 

 
DIVISION  CATEGORY  MOUTH SPECIES  SPECIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLECTIVE ARTISTS CATEGORY: please list names of competitors: 
 
 
 
SPECIAL AWARDS (partial list): 
 Best All-Around Taxidermist ($25 fee), UTNY Distinguished Taxidermist ($25 fee),  

Presidents Challenge ($10 fee), Polytranspar Award, Lifetone Paint Award 
 
Please note that this is the list of special awards we have to date; be sure to check at the registration 
table for any new awards that you may be eligible for. 
 
 
 

***It is the responsibility of the competitor to sign up for the special awards*** 



**Please provide an updated email address if you have one** 

United Taxidermists of New York 
Membership Application 

Send To: Lore Lozier                                   
                 3241 Flint Hill Rd  
                 Naples, NY 14512 
  
Membership Dues $35   
(Please make checks payable to United Taxidermists of New York) 
 

Name _________________________________________ 
Address________________________________________ 
City___________________________________________ 
State__________________________________________ 
Zip ____________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________________________ 
Email__________________________________________ 


